CHAPTER XXVIII

FERDINAND  II
Born 1610   (Reigned 1620-1670 ) Died 1670

THE fifty years' reign of Ferdinand II saw a long step made
on the downward path on which the once great family was
now plainly embarked; and the pace of that descent, which
had been slow at first, now quickens. Incipient decay, becom-
ing more and more pronounced, is the keynote of the reign
of Ferdinand II, even though there were still many things
done which were worthy of the family's best days,

Cosimo II 's will included very stringent provisions to en-
sure that the government should be satisfactorily carried on
during the minoiity of his son While it laid down that the
two Grand Duchesses, his mother and his wife, were to be
joint Regents, it also ruled that they were to be assisted by
a council of four Ministers, who were named. The salary of
each of these four members of the council was limited to
2,000 crowns. No foreigner of any sort was to hold any
office of State, or even of domestic service in the court.
No resident ambassador from any country was to be allowed
at Florence, those of France, Spain, and Austria being ex-
pressly debarred. All private trade by the Regents was
prohibited* And, above all, the opening of Cosimo's treasure-
vaults was absolutely forbidden, except to pay the marriage
portion of a princess, or to give public aid in a time of
national calamity. The penalty for infringing these conditions
was deprivation of office as his children's guardians.1 But
these provisions, carefully drawn up as they were, only
served to afford an example of how easily all such arrange-
ments can be set aside.
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